
 

Saint Isidore Catholic Church  

Parish Religious Education PREP  

Home Based Handbook  

 

 

 
 

“Faith cannot be taught; it must be lived.”  

 

 

Forming Intentional Disciples of Jesus Christ  

“The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch but in communion, in 
intimacy, with Jesus Christ” (Catechesi Tradendae #5) 

Saint Isidore (Feast Day May 15th) 
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+ We know very little of the life of Saint Isidore, who spent most of his life serving as a peasant-

farmer in the service of a wealthy landowner near Madrid, Spain. 
 

+ A devout man, Isidore would visit local churches and shrines and was known for praying as he 

worked in the fields. 
 

+ A famous legend about Saint Isidore relates that one day, when he should have been serving 

in the fields, he had stayed too long at morning Mass. When the landowner heard that Isidore 

was not working, he rushed to the fields to catch him only to discover angels guiding the plough 

and Isidore standing in prayer nearby. 
 

+ Saint Isidore the Farmer died in 1130. He was canonized in 1622 in the same ceremony as 

Saints Ignatius Loyola, Teresa of Avila, Philip Neri, and Francis Xavier. 
 

+ The relics of Saint Isidore are enshrined in the Church of St. Andrew in Madrid and he is 

honored as a patron saint of farmers and of the Catholic Rural Life Conference of the United 

States. 
 

The wife of Saint Isidore the Farmer, known as Maria de la Cabeza, cause for Sainthood is 

currently in process, within the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. Her memory is 

celebrated on September 9 and her relics are enshrined alongside those of her husband. 

 

For reflection 

“The good man out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil man out of his 
evil treasure produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”—Luke 
6:45 
 

PRAYER TO ST. ISIDORE 

 

Good Saint, we are told that your devotion to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was so great that 
you would rise before it was light in order to be able to attend Mass before beginning your 
work in the fields. Obtain for us, we pray to you, some of that loving devotion to the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. There it is that the fruits of our farm labor, bread and wine, are brought 
and offered to God by the priest. Then, in the consecration, Christ Himself, Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity, becomes present on our altars under the appearances of this same bread 
and wine. And in what was the altar bread, He comes to us to be the very food of our souls. If 
we deeply realize the value and beauty of Holy Mass, we will be very happy to attend as often 
as we possibly can. 
Help us to understand that in the Mass we offer ourselves to God with Christ by the hands of 
the priest. There we can bring to God all that we do, and offer it to Him in union with His Holy 
Sacrifice. The more often we do this now, the happier we shall be hereafter. Good Saint 
Isidore, bless us and our labors, that we may someday reap the reward of good works with 
you in heaven. Amen. 
 
 

https://catholicrurallife.org/


3 

THIS HANDBOOK CONTAINS CERTAIN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR SAINT ISIDORE PARISH 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (HEREIN KNOWN AS PREP).  PREP MAY CHANGE ANY OF 
ITS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AS NEEDED AND APPLY THEM AS CIRCUMSTANCES DICTATE. 
 
IN THE EVENT OF SUCH A CHANGE PARENTS WILL BE GIVEN PROMPT NOTIFICATION AND 
PROVIDED WITH AN ADDENDUM IF NECESSARY. 
 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT A PARTICULAR POLICY OR PROCEDURE PLEASE CONTACT 
THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR. 
 
STUDENTS AND PARENTS MUST ACCEPT AND ABIDE BY THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
CONTAINED IN THIS HANDBOOK IN ORDER FOR THE STUDENT TO ATTEND THE PREP 
PROGRAM. 

 

UNIVERSAL STATEMENT OF CATHOLICITY 

 
 

"Catechesis describes the essential ministry of the (Catholic) Church through 
which the teachings of Christ have been passed on to believers throughout 
the ages…Catechesis is an education in the faith of children, young people 
and adults which includes the teaching of Christian doctrine” of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  (National Directory for Catechesis, no.1, United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops)  
 
Keeping in mind that all the baptized have a right to catechesis, every 
person, however limited, is capable of growth in holiness (General Directory 
for Catechesis, no. 189).  Catechetical and sacramental programs are 
inclusive of parishioners with disabilities and may need to be adapted for 
some parishioners with disabilities.  
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY & MISSION STATEMENT 

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY  
 
Canon Law, the law of the Church, states that “parents above others are obliged to form 
their children in the faith and practice of Christian life by word and example (Can. 774 §2).  
The General Directory for Catechesis, the National Directory for Catechesis, and many other 
Church documents echo this sentiment.  At your child's baptism, you accepted "the 
responsibility of training your child in the practice of the faith" and acknowledged "your 
duty to bring your child up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God 
and our neighbor" (Rite of Baptism).  St Isidore  Parish recognizes and affirms parents in 
their role as the primary catechists of their children.  Its parish religious education programs 
exist to assist parents in fulfilling their obligation by providing them with a formal, 
structured, and planned program of catechesis and formation. 
   

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Saint Isidore Parish Religious Education is to form intentional disciples of Jesus 

Christ. We accomplish this mission by teaching and forming families in the knowledge of our 

Roman Catholic faith and participation in the Church’s sacramental life. We believe this can 

best be achieved by both educating our children and leading them into a closer relationship 

with God.   

Our Mission is very clear but its implementation is just as important in order to bring 
our young people fully to Christ. Again, in full alignment with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, as our indispensable arm of instruction, and the guidelines set forth 
by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, we seek to create empowering and engaging 
models of Catechesis with intentional and systematic methodologies. In other words, 
this task of discipleship is achieved with focus on specific themes and content that 
comprises the core of our Catholic faith. 
 
SIX INTERRELATED TASK 
 

Specifically, our catechesis mission is comprised of six interrelated tasks: 

1. Catechesis promotes knowledge of the faith. 

2. Catechesis promotes knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and Sacraments. 

3. Catechesis promotes moral formation in Jesus Christ. 

4. Catechesis promotes the Christian how to pray with Christ. 

5. Catechesis prepares the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in 

the life and mission of the Church. 

6. Catechesis promotes a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as 

Christians in society. 
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 1994 Letter to Families 

 
In his 1994 Letter to Families, Pope John Paul II writes:  

“Parents are the first and most important educators of their children.” 
 When parents present their children to be baptized, 

 Catholic parents are reminded that they have the responsibility 
 to train their children in the practice of their faith. 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Guardian. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of the parent’s responsibility and privilege of 
evangelizing their children, beginning at an early age, into the mysteries of the faith.  It 
underscores the fact that parents are the “first heralds” of the faith, and have the mission of 
teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as a child of God. (Lumen Gentium 
11) 
 
The Catechism states that “Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s 
earliest years.  This already happens when family members help one another to grow in faith by 
the witness of a Christian life in keeping with the Gospel. The parish is the Eucharistic 
community and the heart of the liturgical life of Catholic families; it is a privileged place for the 
catechesis of children and parents.”  (CCC #2226) 
 
This directive must be taken seriously by seeing to your children’s faith development at home, 
our parish program and in parish life. 
 
It is the mission of the parish catechetical staff, to assist you in teaching the faith to your 
children.  Catechists attend archdiocesan accredited courses and workshops, follow 
archdiocesan Religion Curriculum Guidelines and use approved textbooks for each class level. 
 
Actions speak louder than words; therefore, as parents you are expected to nourish within your 
family a strong sense of Catholic living.  This means attending Sunday Mass as a family, and 
receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The practice of family prayer and the generous 
sharing of your time, talent and treasure within the parish community all draw us deeper into 
the life of Christ through His Church. 
 
Our goal is to work together, to nurture the growth of each child in a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  With the prayers of Mary, St. Isidore, and the continuous guidance of the Holy 
Spirit we embrace this task with joy! 
 
The Catechetical Staff of Saint Isidore Parish 
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GUIDELINES FOR HOME-BASED CATECHESIS  OF CHILDREN AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE  ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

 

HOME BASED CATECHESIS  

“Catechesis describes the essential ministry of the Church through which  the teachings of 

Christ have been passed on to believers throughout the  ages.... Catechesis is an education in 

the faith of children, young people  and adults.” (National Directory for Catechesis, no.1) 

Home-based  catechesis is understood as the work of Catholic parents/guardians who  

undertake the formal religious education of their own child(ren) for any  length of time and 

in their home.   

DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS  

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia recognizes that the Church’s teaching  consistently affirms 

that parents are called to be the primary educators of  their own children.   

 

• “Since parents have conferred life on their children, they have a  most solemn 

obligation to educate their offspring. Hence, parents  must be acknowledged as the 

first and foremost educators of their  children.”   

(Second Vatican Council, Declaration on Christian Education, no. 3)  

 

• “Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear 

witness to this responsibility first by creating a  home where tenderness, forgiveness, 

respect, fidelity, and service are  the rule. The home is well suited for education in the 

virtues.”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2223)  

  

• “Parents are the first and most important educators of their own  children.” 

(John Paul II, Letter to Families, 16)  

 

• “Parents have the right and the duty to choose the kind of  educational environment 

that they determine best suits their  children’s educational needs. Therefore, home 

schooling is a viable  option for the general education of children.” (National Directory 

for  Catechesis, no.61)  

PASTORAL APPLICATION  

Although home-based catechesis is a viable option, the words of Pope  John Paul II must also 

be considered: “Catechesis can be given anywhere,  but I wish to stress ... that the parish 

community must continue to be the  prime  

mover.” (Catechesis Tradendae, no.67)  
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Parents who choose to provide the  religious instruction of their own child(ren) in their home 

must recognize that: 

  

“Catechesis must be complete and authentic. The bishop of the diocese,  the pastor of the 

parish, the parents, and the children all have God-given  responsibilities that must be 

respected in considering home-based  catechesis.... Parents who choose...to be the primary 

catechist of their  children must adhere to the guidelines for catechists as outlined by the  

diocesan bishop.” (National Directory for Catechesis,no.61)  

 

Home-based  catechesis is a cooperative and collaborative effort between the parents  and 

parish leadership. This relationship helps parents who choose home based catechesis to be a 

part of the total catechetical effort of the parish and “should not feel alone in this task.” 

(National Directory for Catechesis no. 61)  

 

Categories of a Catholic family who chooses home-based  catechesis are:   

 

1. Parents who choose to have their own child(ren) home-schooled for  all academic subjects  

and choose to provide formal religious  education in their own home, assuming the role of  

catechist for only  their own child(ren).  

2. Parents who send their child(ren) to public or private non- Catholic  school and provide 

formal religious education in their own home, assuming the role of catechist for only their 

own child(ren) The  Archdiocese of Philadelphia does not recognize home-based  catechesis of 

children in a home other than  their own, and therefore, does not permit groups of children 

gathering  for catechesis other than at the parish.  

PARISH GUIDELINES  

 1. Parent(s)/guardian(s) will register in their parish and declare their  option for home-
based catechesis for their own child(ren). The names of  the children under instruction must 
be clearly identified. 
  
2. Before the home-based catechesis begins, the parent(s)/guardian(s) are  to meet with the 
Director of Religious Education to ensure that the  catechesis provided in the home is the 
catechesis of the Church. This  dialogue is essential to the complete and authentic catechesis 
of their own children in their homes.   
 
3. The DRE will provide the parents with a copy of the Archdiocesan  Religion 
Curriculum Guidelines for the grade level(s), approved  textbooks, and a set of 
expectations which include:  
 

•Meetings throughout the year with the Pastor or his delegate (Director of 
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Religious Education)  to  review the child’s progress.  

•Liturgies, prayer services, activities, retreats, programs, meetings or  other parish 

opportunities in which the child and/parent(s)/guardian(s) attendance is expected.  

 
4. Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to use the textbooks and  supplemental 
catechetical materials which have been approved by the DRE for use in the Parish 
Religious Education Program.  
 
5. Should the parent/guardian seek permission for use of another text  which is not 
included on the approved textbook list, a copy must be  provided to the DRE for review. 
All materials must be approved by the  Office for Catechetical Formation. 
 
6. Families providing home-based catechesis will be included in any  informational mailings 
pertaining to the parish religious education  program and/or the preparation and celebration 
of the sacraments. They  are to be welcomed in all parish catechetical program activities.  
 
7. Since their children are being initiated into the Catholic Church,  parent (s) / guardian (s) 
have an obligation to involve their children in the life and mission of the Church. They should 
participate in:  
 

•The spiritual life of the parish, particularly in the Sunday Eucharist.  

•The charitable works of the parish.   

•The catechetical and faith formation opportunities on the parish and  archdiocesan 

levels.  

 

8. The Catechetical Certification Policy of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia  fosters the 
professional development and the spiritual, intellectual, and  human formation of volunteer 
catechists by requiring them to:  
 

•Enroll in core courses provided by the Catechetical Institute   

•Attend elective credit opportunities offered by the Office for  Catechetical 

Formation.   

 
The Director of Religious Education has provided a copy of this  Catechetical 
Certification Policy to parents/guardians who serve as  catechists for their child(ren) 
and recommend their adherence to this  policy. 

Registration  

PARISH GIVING 

Registration and payment for both In-Person and Home-Based PREP can be made by 
bank transfer/debit card/credit card through Parish Giving. 
 
Tuition    Before July 31st   After August 1st 
One Child   $75    $100 

https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-2601050/
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Two Children   $150    $175 
Three (or more) Children $225    $250 

These fees are determined by the Parish Business Office and the Parish Finance  Council.  

No child will be denied a Religious Education at St. Isidore due to financial  hardship. Fee 
plans and fee waivers for PREP fees can be made available. All  requests must be submitted 
in writing and all inquiries of this nature will be kept  completely confidential. Fees can be 
discounted by serving as a volunteer!  

The fee charged for our PREP serves to defray the cost of running our program  including 
each student’s textbook, resource materials and catechist training.  

The St.Isidorei Religious Education Program does not discriminate on basis  of race, sex, and 
national origin, physical or mental challenge. 

 

SCRIP PROGRAM  
 
The Scrip program allows parents, alumni or friends of St. Isidore to purchase gift cards at face 
value through the Shop With Scrip website. A percentage of your purchase is rebated to your 
account. This amount (minus an annual processing fee used to cover postage) is used to offset 
tuition costs for the next school year. The MyScripWallet website provides access to e-cards 
from your smartphone or other mobile device. When used regularly, scrip can help you offset 
tuition expenses by hundreds or even thousands of dollars! The Scrip year usually runs from the 
last Monday in April of the current year to the last Sunday in April of the following year. Tuition 
credits will be applied to the FOLLOWING PREP year. 

● These cards may be physical and/or e-cards. 
● There may be a refillable option depending on the retailer. 
● There may be a Scrip Now option that delivers an e-card to your email in minutes. 
● A Presto Pay option exists that lets you direct debit your checking account for 

purchases for a small fee. 

To sign-up, go to www.shopwithscrip.com, click on create account tab, register using the St. 
Isidore enrollment code: 22BA877517128 and you can start ordering scrip. 
 
Coordination for Scrip is handled by Karen Maginnis in the Parish Center, and she can be 
contacted at isidorescrip@comcast.net for more information 
 

 

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.myscripwallet.com/
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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1. All Parents Are Expected to Take an Active Part in Helping Their Children Grow in the 
Faith.  This Includes but Is Not Limited To: 

 

2. Weekly Participation at Mass - as a family it is extremely important for your child faith 
development.   

 

3. Prayers to know by heart - are to be learned at home with the parent and will be 
reviewed.  Pray these everyday with your child.  A complete copy is provided to each 
student (based on their class level). 

 

4. Participation at Prayer Services throughout the year - All prayer services are family 
oriented.  The child sits with their family, not with their class, at all prayer services and 
gatherings. 
 

5. We must be able to reach you via phone and Email for important  updates or 
emergencies.  

∙ Take responsibility for your role as your child’s (children’s) primary  educator about 
faith.  

∙ Class time is important. Please schedule yourself to adequately cover  all material  

∙ Your child’s picture may be used according to the waiver that you signed at registration.  

∙ The law holds that parents do not cease to be parents when they no  longer have 
custody of their children. The PREP office must be  informed by the custodial parent of 
the rights of the noncustodial  parent, including what information should be sent to 
the noncustodial  parent and in what circumstances. 

KIDTALK 

In addition to the above requirements for employees and volunteers who have direct contact 
with children in a parish setting, all students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia take part in 
grade appropriate lessons on the topic of personal safety.  These lessons have been completely 
revised in 2019 and are now known as "KidTalk."  Parents / Guardians are responsible for 
administering these lessons, the curriculum for which is provided by the Archdiocesan Office of 
Catholic Education in conjunction with the Office for Children and Youth Protection.  These 
lessons are presented to all students during the last week of February and are noted on the 
yearly calendar that is provided to the parents of program participants.  

Lessons on Safe Environment are presented to the PREP students once a year in every grade 
level. These lessons are necessary and required to be taught. Parent are welcome to view the 
materials used in these lessons on the Archdiocesan Child and Youth Protection website: 
https://childyouthprotection.org/docs/Kid-Talk-complete-binder-11-22-19.pdf       

ASSESSMENTS 
 

https://childyouthprotection.org/docs/Kid-Talk-complete-binder-11-22-19.pdf
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Students need to exhibit proficient mastery of the required material for their grade level to be 
considered for promotion at the end of the year.  Assessing student progress provides feedback 
to students and parents, and allows corrective measures to be taken when indicated to help 
ensure that proficient mastery is attained.   
 
The PREP's goal is to help students not only come to know their faith and the teachings of Christ 
Jesus and his Church, but to also enable them to live their faith as a disciple of Christ Jesus.  To 
help achieve this goal parents must administer various formative assessments to students over 
the course of each semester.  Formative assessments are used to monitor student learning in 
order to provide ongoing feedback to parents and students in order to improve learning.  
Specifically, formative assessments help students identify their strengths and weaknesses so 
that they and their parents can target areas that need work.  Formative assessments also 
enable parents to take immediate steps to address areas of student struggle once identified.  
The assessment process allows the PREP to provide objective feedback on and evaluation of the 
students' mastery of the material presented.   

Assessments will be administered at the discretion of the parents and may be formal (such as a 
quiz or a chapter/unit review) or informal (such as a debate, review games, etc.)  In the event of 
a formal assessment, catechists will provide a minimum of one week's advanced notice to 
students. Modified assessments may be provided to those students with documented learning 
challenges. 

There is a mid year assessment and final assessment required to be completed by the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia that must be completed in order to be promoted to the next grade 
level. 

As a tool, the assessment will provide feedback to students, parents, and catechists, on topics 
and concepts that require further review and study.  Help will be provided to students when 
indicated and parental involvement may be required to ensure successful outcomes. 

 

CALENDARS 

 
Families will receive a yearly program calendar containing all of the pertinent dates and 
happenings for the PREP program, sacramental preparation, and parish events.  The most up-
to-date calendar will always be available on the PREP page of our parish website: 
PREP PROGRAM CALENDAR  
 
N.B. 
The PREP Calendar is tentative and subject to change.  Any changes will be conveyed to parents 
by the PREP Director.   

 

http://stisidoreprep.com/prep/2021-22-calendar/
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION                 

Preparation for the sacraments of Penance, Eucharist, and Confirmation is incorporated into 
the program curriculum and is in addition to said curriculum.   

To be eligible to begin sacramental preparation a student must meet the following criteria: 

● Students must be enrolled in PREP and/or Catholic School for two consecutive years. 
● Students must be in Level 2 or above for Penance and/or Eucharist 
● Students must be in Level 5 or above for Confirmation.      

First Penance- updated information PREP WEBSITE - FIRST PENANCE   

First Holy Communion - updated information -PREP WEBSITE - FIRST COMMUNION 

Confirmation - updated information  PREP WEBSITE - CONFIRMATION 

Two years of formal religious education are required in order to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First 

Eucharist, and Confirmation, unless special circumstances dictate at the discretion of the DRE and St. Isidore’s 

parish administrative staff. 

First Penance and First Holy Communion are traditionally received in the Spring of the students’ Level 2 year. The 

Sacrament of Confirmation is traditionally received in the Fall of Grade 7, with Levels 6 & 5 dedicated to formal 

Sacramental Preparation along with scheduled curriculum laid out by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

Sacramental fees cover the cost of the retreat, certificate, and other materials involved in the reception of the 

Sacrament. The Sacramental fees are as followed:  

 First Holy Communion………….$25.00…………..**Due at registration for Level 2 

 Confirmation:  

  Without Robe…………...$30.00…………**Due after July 1st of Confirmation year  

  With Robe……………….$50.00…………**Due after July 1st of Confirmation year 

NON-PARISHIONER FAMILIES 

Archdiocesan sacramental policy stipulates that sacramental candidates receive the sacraments 
of Eucharist and Confirmation in the parish where their family is registered.  Non-parishioner 
families who desire to have their child receive these sacraments at St Isidore  must obtain a 
letter of permission from the pastor of the parish where they are registered in order for their 
child to receive the sacrament at St Isidore . 

 
 

“Teach the Gospel always, if necessary use words” 
St. Francis of Assisi 

http://stisidoreprep.com/prep/sacraments/first-penance/
http://stisidoreprep.com/prep/sacraments/first-holy-communion/
http://stisidoreprep.com/prep/sacraments/confirmation/
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Reading And Understanding Of Home Based Handbook 
 

 

This handbook contains certain policies and procedures for St Isidore HOME 

BASED PREP.  The Program may change any of its policies and procedures as 

needed and apply them as circumstances dictate. 

 

In the event of such a change parents / guardians will be given prompt notification 

and provided with an addendum if necessary. 

 

If you have questions about a particular policy or procedure, please contact the 

program director. 

 

Each student and parents / guardians must accept and abide by the policies and 

procedures contained in this handbook in order for the student to attend St Isidore 

PREP Program.  

 

IT IS REQUIRED THAT WE HAVE ON FILE AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

FROM A PARENT / GUARDIAN THAT THIS HANDBOOK  WAS 

REVIEWED AND RECEIVED .  

 

Please click on this link for Google Form to be Completed - 
 
Acknowledgement of Handbook being Reviewed (Link) 
 
Thank you! 
 
 

https://forms.gle/BSzby46auwdHvwMP7

