
Guidelines for Service 

 

Service is based on the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy/Charity and most of all, on the 

example of Christ who came to serve.  When giving service, the following should be considered: 

 

    Your service is not just a job to be done, it is selflessly and lovingly helping those in need.       

 You should reflect on how your service project is helping you take on the mind and heart of  

       Christ, fulfilling the needs of others and building up the Christian community.                                 

 The giving of service should continue after your Confirmation and all through your life. 

 

Below are some service ideas.  Don’t let these ideas limit you, use your imagination & be 

creative.  What can you do or how can you make someone else and God smile by helping others?  

 

SCHOOL/PREP                                                                                                                                                            

Assist at school 

Peer tutor 

Help at sacrament of First Penance (Church)                                                                                        

Help at First Communion retreat (school gym)                                                                                      

 

CHURCH/PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                                                      

Join the children’s choir                                                                                                                               

Become an altar server                                                                                                                           

Help the ushers at mass                                                                                                                

Participate in church projects 

- help clean up the grounds in the spring,  

- help clean the parish cemetery in the spring and fall 

- help clean the church on Tuesday nights, or before Holydays or special Sacraments 

Organize a food drive to collect food for the Parish Food Pantry. 

Read the bulletin and find out what events are coming up and how you might be of service to 

others in our parish and/or community.   

Look in the parish bulletin to find a list of groups that are a part of our parish, contact someone 

and find out what you can do volunteer with them.    

 

COMMUNITY                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Raise funds for a charity- collect mittens, hats, change, clothing, pet supplies                                                                                                                              

Participate in activities for younger children                                                                                            

Nursing homes; play games with residents, caroling, make crafts, read with patients                                                                                                                                                        

Help neighbor (sick/elderly) with yard work, errands, snow shoveling  (without being paid!!!)  

Write letters to shut-in regularly 

 

WORLD COMMUNITY                                                                                                                              

Walk to raise funds for any foundation or other charity                                                                   

Help to collect items and assemble packages for soldiers overseas                         

Collect/make scarves, blankets, socks, or masks for homeless or those in hospitals 

 

Serving others through Works of Mercy/Charity is rooted in our faith in Jesus and flows from the 

grace of God.  As part of our Christian duty of life-long service to others, each candidate is 

asked to compare their service work with the different Works of Mercy as part of his/his journey 

to Confirmation.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS FOR REFLECTION FORMS 

 

Candidates must complete three service projects that are at least two hours in 

length.  Afterwards, they should reflect and complete three reflection forms that 

connect their completed service to one of the Spiritual or Corporal Works of Mercy 

and explain. 

 

The Work of Mercy/service project should be completed for an individual or group 

other than the candidate’s immediate family.  (Immediate family includes parents, 

siblings and grandparents.) 

 

Works of Mercy completed in conjunction with scouts or your school may be 

counted if they meet the two-hour minimum and follow the other requirements. 

 

The supervisor is the person responsible for the program or event under whose 

guidance you are working.  Please have them sign your Reflection Form or attach a 

letter confirming your service.  Your supervisor should not be your parent or 

immediate family member. 

 

Service involves time.  For instance, VBS may have been 15 hours of service.  The 

candidate will choose which Work of Mercy and complete one of their reflection 

forms.  Additionally, if two hours were spent replacing missalettes, the candidate 

would decide which Work of Mercy they did and write about it.  

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY 

~Teach the ignorant 

~Give advice to those who need it 

~Comfort those who suffer 

~Be patient with others 

~Forgive others who hurt you 

~Correct those who need it 

~Pray for others 

 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 

~Feed the hungry 

~Give drink to the thirsty 

~Welcome the stranger 

~Clothe the naked 

~Visit the sick 

~Visit those in prison 

~Bury the dead 


